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President’s Message  

Here we are in Decem-
ber and many have put 
their cars away for the 
winter, a few of us are 
still looking for those 
days to get 'one more' 
drive in, hoping for the 
right combination of 
sun and no salt. It is 
appropriate to look 
back at the last year 
and forward to next. 

The highlight of the year was ATDI in Penticton, a 
huge thank you to Alex Mielen, the organising com-
mittee and volunteers who made this year an unfor-
gettable event. We had many other great drives, Bar-
low’s Boys Run, the weekend in Lillooet and the Den-
nis Nelson drive up Mount Baker to name a few. A 
thank you to those that organised these and other 
events. 

As we move in to 2020, our nominating committee 
may approach you to see if you are interested in a 
position on the club executive. Please consider taking 
on one of these positions to help continue the BCTR 
legacy. 

Our first event of the year is the BCTR Annual Awards 
Banquet on Sunday, January 19, 2020 at Guildford 
Golf and Country Club, 7929 152nd Street, Surrey. 
Hope to see many of your there and at many of the 
meeting and events in 2020. 

This is my last Presidents Report and I wish to say that 
the time has gone by quickly and thank you for allowing 
me to serve to the past 2 years. 

Richard 

BCTR President 
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BCTR extends a warm welcome to the following  

new member 

 

James Darville Victoria   TR3 formerly  

    Dennis Nelson's car 
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A Christmas Poem……. 
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas 

 

Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the garage 

     Not a car was running, not even the Dodge. 

The tires were hung by the toolbox with care, 

     In hopes that St. Nick would fill them with air.  

 

The Triumphs were nestled all snug in their beds, 

     While visions of working heaters danced in their heads. 

With the missus in her nighty and me in my BCTR cap 

     We’d just settled down for a long winter’s nap. 

 

When out on the street there arose such a noise, 

     I sprang from my bed cause it must be the TR Club boys. 

Away to the window and what did I see, 

     A Dolomite being pulled by TRs, more than three.  

 

With a little old driver so lively and quick, 

     I knew in an instant he must be St Nick. 

He whistler & shouted & called them by name, 

     And surprise, surprise each one of them came. 

 

On Three, on Six, on Eight & Four, 

         On Herald, on Spitfire, on Stag & a few more.                                          
 They made such a racket and chewed up my lawn,  

     Dropped off a new bonnet & then they were gone. 

 

I heard St. Nick say as they roared out of sight, 

     Merry Christmas to all & to all a good night.  

 

 From the mind of Ken Martin 

My apologies to Clement Clarke Moore 



The 39th ATDI held in Penticton, British Columbia from September 19th through to the 

22nd was by all accounts a great success, at least as reported to me by most people who 

attended. 

 

I’ve listed all those who had a hand in making this event a success but in addition to the 

general listing I feel it is necessary to point out a few people for special commendation.   

Certainly Alec Mielen who did the bulk of the work, felt the strain of making everything fall 

into place in the correct order and at the right time, what a task, well done Alec.  Michael 

Bayrock who most of you know lives in Alberta did a great long distance job with the Regis-

tration.  Never easy when one is the other side of the big hills.  Keith and Ellen were all over 

the place doing all kinds of good stuff.  And a special thanks to Keith for all the photos of this 

event, my camera died the day I arrived at the hotel.  Thanks to Brian Thomlinson for his Em-

cee work.  A great choice as Brian is never shy when it comes to speaking.  I’d like to give 

special thanks to Jonathan Clegg for the Event Program (and Alec’s input), what a quality 

product.  Now I’ve not mentioned a lot of you who worked really hard on everything ATDI.  

And the reason for this is probably because you did your tasks so seemingly effectively that I 

didn’t notice.  Pat your self on the back for a great job. 

 

The whole event went off so well.  Registration being run by Tina Thomlinson was well or-

ganized with some refreshments and everything in my envelope was just as it was supposed 

to be.  The meet and Greet in the Bufflehead Room and Patio was one of the most relaxing I 

can remember.  Yes there were line ups to get one’s food or drink but everyone in line 

seemed to be socializing all the time anyway.  I got to meet some wonderful long term 

friends from the States, folks who I only get to see at these events.  Some of these friends go 

back to the first times I went to an ATDI back in the early 1990’s.  

 

On the show day I got around to finally washing the road grime off my car.  Lots of people 

doing the same last minute cleaning.  I love this event in Penticton for the efficiency and 

ease.  Where else are you going to find the car show event virtually outside your hotel 

room..!  The Rotary Park seems to be just the right size for the number of cars on display.  

 

Thanks to Denis Thompson and his volunteers for placing the cars on the field.  These 

shows for me seem to always be too short.  The number of people one needs to talk to and 

trying to take in all the variations of detail in the cars.        

           Continued…. 
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ATDI  2019…….39th Annual Event 



I managed to bump into all sorts of interesting people including a couple of Mini/Jag en-

thusiasts and Michael (Bud) & Char former members who were in our executive many years 

ago.  Such an enjoyable event. 

 

My understanding is that the Guided Drives were a success.  I went on the one up to the 

Mission Hill Family Estate Winery.  Great place with spectacular views.  Parking for the club 

cars was no problem and the drive up and back was great with perfect weather, clear blue 

skies, not too hot and not cold.  

 

The banquet was fun, I got to help move the three show cars into the hall, and what beau-

ties they are.  I am basically a TR3 guy, ok I drive my TR6 a lot but my favorite is my TR3, and 

the TR2 sports racer on display was pretty much perfect.  Such an incredible restoration.  I 

wasn’t allowed to play with this one.   

 

The food was good, there was plenty of it, deserts were good too.  The speeches were 

lively thanks to Mr. Thomlinson.  Awards all deserving and thanks to Keith for photographing 

everyone.  Our Pres, Richard Walker shaking everyone’s hand and giving out the awards.  

The awards, designed and produced by Dana & George Novotny were perfect, thanks so 

much for your hard work. 

 

I found the actual hotel really good and those that really know me understand that I am a 

hotel expert, having to spend good parts of my life in hotel rooms around the world.  It isn’t 

always the norm to have parkade parking for one’s car at these events.  This parking kept the 

cars cool and clean and safe.  If it had been a rainy event the parkade would have been espe-

cially loved.  The restaurant out back on the edge of the water was convenient with good 

food.  The “Millennials” Bar which was on the lake side, my side of the hotel, shut down 

around midnight which due to my advancing years and increasingly grumpy nature, was just 

about right. 

 

The drive home was pretty wet.  How the organizers manager to keep the rain away until 

the end of the event I just do not know.  Kudos to everyone who put the event on…..   

 

 

Thanks…..Bryan Wicks 
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ATDI  2019…….39th Annual Event 
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ATDI  2019…….39th Annual Event 

The 39th Annual ATDI was held in beautiful Penticton, British Columbia. 

Car clubs represented at this event included;  BCTR, TYEE, PTOA, VSSCC, 

CCBCC, FVBMC, IBCC, OBCC, and……..  A great showing from the West 

Coast Triumph groups.  A huge thank you to all those who came to the 

event, especially those who came extremely long distances to attend.  It 

was all of you who made the event a great success. 

The Arrival….Penticton Lakeside Resort 

No photos of the Guided Drives held on Saturday the 21st after the Car Show……….. Sorry………! 
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ATDI 2019…..Official Photo Shots 

The cars selected are random 

shots, not everyone’s car can be 

shown due to space limitations…… 

Sorry if yours wasn’t able to be 

included….  Hopefully next time..! 
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ATDI 2019…..Official Photo Shots 
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ATDI 2019…..Photos from the Show 

ATDI 2019…..Banquet  

Great Food…….Great Comradery  
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Everyone who attended and participated in the various events……… was a Winner 



 

  

2019 ATDI Penticton - September 20 – 22.   

Final numbers indicated we had 106 event regis-
trations, 107 cars on field for Saturday show.   

Friday night Meet & Greet in the Bufflehead 
Room and patio had an official 179 attendees  

The awards banquet seated 184.   

Very successful event with huge Thank You to all 
volunteers and the ATDI Executive.  Great weath-
er arrived right on time for the Friday night Meet 
& Greet and the Saturday car show and Awards 
Banquet. The BCTR website lists  the ATDI class 
awards.   

Thanks go out to  Novotny’s for providing the 
trophies, more thanks for the solid contributions 
by sponsors, and all those who participated in 
the silent auction.     

Thanks additionally should also go to the 
Lakeside Hotel & staff for the great venue and 
food.  

To all those who organized this event, putting in 
countless hours, miles spent travelling to and 
from the event, planning the drives, everything.  
A momentous set of tasks.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive and Team Leaders 

Alec Mielen Chairman, Venue Selection,  
   Event coordinator, Program  
   Design 

Richard Walker Assist Chair, Contracts, Show  
   Judge 

Jerry Goulet Budget Guide, Website,     
   Function, registration 

Keith & Ellen Sparks  Treasurer, PayPal, Regalia, 
   Catering, Photographs 

Michael Bayrock Registration Data Base,       
   Registration Contact 

Dan Brien  2019 ATDI Video, AV Mgr.    
   Creation & at Banquet 

Brian Thomlinson Catering Advice, Drive Lead,  
   Awards Emcee 

Lee Cunningham Program research/advisor,  
   TR6 Expert 

Greg Winterbottom    Sponsorship Manager 

Bryant & Susan Paulsen   ADTI Facebook,  
   Sponsor Coordinator,   
   Quilt contrib. 

Dana & Greg Novotny  Trophy Design & Prod.        
   Platinum Sponsor to ATDI 

Jonathan Clegg ATDI Program, Design, Prod. 

Denis Thompson Show Parking, Wash Station 

Tina Thomlinson Registration, Catering Adv. 
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ATDI   Stats………..  A well attended event……. 

The BCTR really appreciated all the attendees from “out of town/province”.  What a 
great group of people and spectacular cars from the States and Canada   

Gary Stoutenburg Tour #1 Lead  Mission 

   Hill Winery     

Denis Overholt Tour #2 Lead Okanagn 

   Falls, Nighthawk, &  

   Synchromesh Wines                  

Graham Bell  Tour #3  Naramata 
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Harrison Hot Springs Run………….October 11, 2019 

Photos courtesy of Bryant Paulsen 

And photos from Jerry Goulet below…... 

Note the shadow of a Sasquatch creeping up on 

Jerry as he takes a picture….Scary….. 

Mystery  

Garage 

Guess Who’s 
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Jon and Claudia’s Excellent TR Adventure ………29 Days, 6602 

Miles, Ventura Ca. to Santa Maria (Triumphest) to Penticton BC 

(ATDI) to St. Louis (6 Pack Trials) 

Claudia and I purchased a Magenta 1973 TR6 in February and 

decided we needed to have a road trip, and so the 6 Pack Trials 

was added to our usual summer driving schedule. 

Knowing we would be on the road at least a month we started 

on a series of shake down trips, the Ojai Loop, a weekend to 

the rain cancelled Dixon Car Show and Swap Meet, and just a 

bunch of driving around. This added up to around 2500 miles. 

I bought a bunch of spare parts and added some mechanical 

improvements, Toyota front calipers, CV joint rear axle, new 

rear hubs, and new tires. As well as the usual maintenance of 

oil change, checking the valve clearances, and new air cleaners. 

Triumphest in Santa Maria was, as usual, a great show. Saw a 

bunch of old friend and a many new ones. 

Saturday morning we packed the TR and said goodbye to eve-

ryone and left for points north. 

Sunday morning we headed out for Lassen Volcanic Park, a 

beautiful drive through the foothills of the Cascade Range and 

then into Lassen Park (imagine Mt. St. Helen’s and you’ll see 

the beauty of Lassen Park). Following CA89 we drove to Burney 

McArthur State Park to see the falls, another incredible natural 

wonder. 

Continuing along the same beautiful road we arrived at out 

stop, Yreka Ca. in just s few hours. Yreka is a typical northern 

California small town, a cool downtown and some really good 

places to eat. 

This is where the rain began, and followed us all the way to 

McMinnville Or. As we drove through the Willamette Valley the 

rain continued until we reached the home of the Spruce Goose 

and wondered around the Evergreen Aviation Museum, a 

plane lovers must if you’re in the area. 

The rain started again that night and into the morning as we 

headed to Longview Wa., to visit some old friends, Daryll and 

Cindy Clark. This too was an incredible drive through the hills 

of Oregon, west of Portland. It was like being in a Triumph 

wonderland. Continuing north and east we followed the clouds 

and rain to Cle Elum WA. for the night. 

Again in the rain, we left Cle Elum and headed for the Canadian 

border and Penticton for the ATDI. As we crossed the border 

the rain stopped and as we arrived in Penticton the sun was 

out and it was a beautiful day. 

The ATDI is kinda like Triumphest, the three north western 

clubs hold this event, this year the host club was British Colum-

bia Triumph Register. Again this year, it was a great event, well 

attended and well planned. There were 46 TR6’s in attendance, 

and we were lucky enough to receive a second place award in 

the participants show for the early TR6s. For those of you that 

haven’t been, British Columbia is an incredible place to drive a 

Triumph, with good roads and excellent scenery. 

Sunday morning we again said our goodbyes to the group and 

headed out of Penticton for Spokane WA.  

Eastern Washington is what I would call the high desert, a 

place that tends to be dry with rolling hills and evidence of 

volcanic activity. Along the way we stopped at the amazing 

Grand Coulee Dam, really a spectacular site, just off the high-

way and kind of out of view, not looking all that impressive 

until parking and getting out of the TR. Spokane has a really 

cool downtown area just made for walking and enjoying the 

city, water fall included. 

The next morning the rain began as we headed toward Bo-

zeman Mt., with no issues blasting across interstate 90. The 

scenery was great but miles had to be gobbled up to keep us 

on our schedule. Early the next morning we started out for 

Yellowstone National Park and Old Faithfull, the country side 

was amazing, narrow winding roads and sites, some of which 

we hadn’t seen before. Old Faithfull was really cool and the 

park roads were ok with some delays for road work. Leaving 

the Park we were surrounded by mountains covered with snow 

and there was snow on the ground as we climbed out of the 

park and into Cody Wy. 

Cody was an off day driving wise, and we walked the town, we 

visited the Buffalo Bill Cody Western Museum, which is really 

spectacular, five related museums in one big building. After  

getting some oil for the TR and some lunch for us, we washed 

the TR and got ready for our next days drive. 

 

Jon & Claudia’s Excellent TR Adventure 
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Hulett Wy., and the Devils Tower was our next stop, the drive 

was through canyons and steep passes finally arriving on the 

high plains and volcanic towers of eastern Wyoming. The tower 

was really cool and we were lucky enough to get some good 

pictures of the TR in the foreground. Devils Tower is where 

Close Encounters of the Third Kind was filmed. 

I can’t really describe the drive from Hulett to Custer SD., but 

despite the medium to heavy rain it was a spectacular drive to 

Mt. Rushmore, lush and green and empty roads, which we took 

advantage of. The rain did stop long enough to get some good 

pictures at Mt. Rushmore, which, by the way, is awe inspiring. 

Again we took a no travel day hoping to explore Custer, but it 

rained so hard we were forced to take short walks around the 

city but mostly stayed in. 

Leaving Custer we were shrouded in fog and a misting rain as 

we headed for our first stop in Nebraska, Carhenge, which is a 

replica of Stonehenge in Great Britain, just made out of auto-

mobiles! Quite a site in the northern flatlands of Nebraska. 

Doing our best to stay off the major highways we traveled the 

Sandhill Scenic Byway through the central part of the state to 

our destination of Grand Island Nebraska. Finally the weather 

was sunny and bright, but as it turned out we were running a 

day ahead of a storm and the winds were 20 to 25 miles per 

hour. 

Abilene Kansas and the Eisenhower Presidential Museum was a 

planned stop for us in central Kansas and was, for the history 

buff in me, a memorable one. Glad we planned to stop there 

on our way to Lawrence Kansas for the night. 

We crossed the Missouri river in the morning and passed 

through Kansas City Missouri on our way to Fulton Mo., to see 

the Churchill Museum and a piece of the Berlin wall, this is 

where Winston Churchill gave his famous “Iron Curtain has 

descended across Europe” speech. Neat small college town. 

Back on interstate 70, and off to St Louis. 

Next morning we arrived at the host hotel for the 6 Pack Gate-

way Trials 2019! We were the first TR. Since we were early to 

the event we just unpacked and got the lay of the land around 

the hotel. Wednesday evening and Thursday they started to 

arrive.  

Claudia and I took Thursday morning to explore St Louis, by 

driving downtown and visiting the Gateway Arch…… really 

cool! Much more than I expected, and the view was magnifi-

cent. 

For me it was a little strange to see only TR6’s and TR250’s in 

the parking lot but really cool at the same time. 

Everyone we talked to was really friendly and happy to see a 

west coast car, as well as it being Magenta! 

Friday the group broke up into three groups and did drives 

around the area, Claudia and I joined the group that toured 

three restoration shops, about 50 or so miles round trip from 

the host hotel. Quite an experience! 

Saturday was the car show, participant’s choice, and con-

course, on the historic main street in St. Charles Missouri. 20 

minutes to drive there, a few to set up and then the show was 

over at 10:30, and most lined up for another round of tours 

through the countryside. 

We crossed the Mississippi River three times by ferry, quite the 

experience, and drove through the country side of Missouri 

and Illinois on great Triumph roads. 

That evening was the Awards Dinner, and honestly, it was like 

Triumphest and the ATDI. Drinks, good food and great compa-

ny! We received the Longest Driven award (surprise surprise). 

Sunday was departure day and we said our goodbyes and hit 

the road home. Passing through Missouri, Kansas and into Col-

orado on the interstate. Colorado is beautiful and it was a spec-

tacular drive over the passes and the mountains to Durango. 

Durango to the ‘Four Corners’ monument and on to Flagstaff.  

Now I will tell you that our beautiful Magenta 1973 TR6 

suffered no malfunctions, not even a hiccup!  

In our 29 day trip we averaged 25 miles per gallon while driving 

5 ½ to 6 ½ hours per day….. 6602 miles. 

 

 

Submitted by Jon and Claudia Korbin 

Jon & Claudia’s Excellent TR Adventure…. Continued 
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As follows is john’s account of his recent travels.  Always good 

to return to one’s roots.  John writes:... 

Much as I dislike flying these days I decided to revisit the UK, 

mainly to attend my sister’s 90th birthday.  As her daughters 

were travelling from New Zealand and Australia I figured I 

should be there to represent the Canadian contingent.  My 

youngest son Russ and his girlfriend were going to accompany 

me so that was good.  WestJet got us to Gatwick but managed 

to lose Stephanie’s luggage.   On arrival my niece Donna from 

New Zealand met us with a SUV which proved to be a perfect 

size.  Her driving was hectic but safe. (Editor, sounds like a KIWI 

girl). 

On arrival in Essex we were checked into our pre-booked ac-

commodation the Bell Inn, a 600 year old place in a large acre-

age in a sparse part of the country called Horndon on the Hill , 

one of the few hills in Essex.  What a great venue this turned 

out to be, all of the rooms had been updated with en-suite 

treatment but still retaining the beautiful old oak beams in the 

rooms and throughout the place.  Food was “excellent”..!  The 

UK gets some poor remarks for food but believe me I’ve never 

enjoyed it as much before and in the main dinging room there 

were several awards on the walls for their efforts in this regard. 

Also on the walls was a painting of a Vincent motorbike with 

the rider lying prone wearing just underpants, helmet and gog-

gles.  In 1948 Roland Free broke the world speed record on the 

Bonneville salt flats  at 150 MPH.  The significance of the 

painting was  because Philip Vincent used to live at this proper-

ty  as a young man.  There is also a plaque to this fact on the 

extension to the building.  Why dressed as he was..?  He 

achieved an extra 3 MPH after stripping off his coveralls.  Need-

less to say as time went on his record was broken by a Triumph 

twin which ended up being called the Triumph Bonneville. 

The big event that my sisters’ family had set up was at a big 

place called “Orsett Hall” previously a wealthy country mansion 

and very 1st class.  We got to meet a lot of relatives of hers and 

her ex-husband’s side—he was one time the UK’s top stock car 

driver Chic Woodroffe.  He ended up owning his own stock car 

circuit near Grays Essex called “Arena Essex”.  He died a few 

years ago  and the son and daughters ran it for some time but 

attendance was dropping  (not helped by consistent inclement 

weather).  They sold the large acreage which is now going to 

be accommodating 2,600 new homes.  The family have all ben-

efited very well but unfortunately my sister divorced Chic some 

years ago  as he was a workaholic and figured she would be 

likewise as well whilst bringing up four children, so she was not 

part of the financial windfall..! 

We also celebrated my birthday a few days later at Orsett Hall 

as they put on a special luncheon for Fathers Day so that coin-

cided well and we once again enjoyed excellent food. 

I did the usual “tourist trips” like the Tower of London,  etc.  

with a short walk to St Katherine's dock where I joined my first 

ship to sea in 1947.  It is now a marina full of fancy boats sur-

rounded by fancy apartments that used to be warehouses.  I 

took a trip close by to the Merchant Seaman's war memorial 

commemorating and paying homage to the loss of 4,500 men.  

I also made a trip to Southend-On-Sea to enjoy some typical 

British fare—fish & chips…! 

A brief but very enjoyable trip 

John Hunt 

 

 

John Hunt’s Adventures—Back to Blighty 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2Foriginals%2Fc5%2Fe5%2Fd9%2Fc5e5d98f676ad6dff0e81f0b752ea355.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F542331980103276162%2F&docid=xFQnYHy5v0ohxM&tbnid=MkrcMJHmrF7SwM%3A&vet=1&w=
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Carbs & Coffee….Spanish Banks……..October  2019 

 

And former member Gerald Carlson sent me some photos of the same Coffee and Cars meet he 

attended in his TR4 at Spanish Banks early in October.  He wrote:      “….. look who I found at Coffee & 

Cars at Jericho Beach last Saturday.  Greg with his TR250 & former BCTR Pres. Allan Reich with his 

Mustang that he has owned since 1970.   

It was a small turnout as it was late in the year & of course  it rained all the way home.  They didn't 

mention any rain on Friday, good thing my wipers were working!  

Photos from Greg Winterbottom & Gerald Carlson    

London to Brighton Run….November 5, 2019 
 Photos submitted by Ken Nicoll 
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So, I finally got my TR5 on the road again after the restoration, 

with help from Greg and Bryan, and we did a few laps around 

the local streets.  Back in the garage later Greg noted that he 

hadn’t seen the brake lights working so we checked and sure 

enough both brake lights were dead.  I was a bit surprised be-

cause I remembered checking all the lights after I had finished 

installing the wiring harness.   

Given that the lights had been working before, I thought I 

might have disconnected a connector while installing the trim 

in the boot (trunk).  A quick continuity check with the voltme-

ter showed that this was not the case.  Moving back up the 

electrical circuit was the brake pedal switch and sure enough 

this proved to be the culprit.  I don’t know why it would have 

worked one time and then without any further use, not 

worked several months later.  It 

was the original Delco Remy 

switch which look fairly robust but 

maybe like me it had just deterio-

rated with age to the point where 

it no longer worked properly. 

I needed a new switch, obviously, but Bryan had warned me 

about the poor quality of the switches from the usual parts 

suppliers.  Several of the forums had messages to back up this 

comment …. everything from not working when it arrived to 

lasting about 3 months before failing completely.  On one of 

the forums was a reference to Bob Daniel’s web site, which 

most TR6 owners will probably be familiar with.  As it turns out 

he had found that the 6 Pack organization had published some 

info on switch alternatives.   

Apart from the original replacements, there were three others 

which would fit easily; a NAPA Echlin SL-310 from a mid 80’s 

Honda, an Airtex  #1S5570 and a replacement brake light 

switch from a BMW 2002.  Bob chose to go with the BMW 

switch and I did the same as it turned out that Lordco carried 

it, a Beck Arnley 201-0825, for about $20 with the club dis-

count. 

I picked it up the next day but when I got it 

home there were no nuts to secure it to 

the bracket.  Not a problem I thought, I will 

just use the old one.  Of course, that was a 

different thread so back the Lordco I went.  

The switch came in a sealed packet so it wasn’t a case of the 

nuts having been lost but the Lordco staff were very helpful 

and tried to find a suitable nut for me.  Unfortunately, they 

didn’t have anything like that in stock so they offered an alter-

native switch which they assured me would have the requisite 

nuts.  I ordered that one (which turned out to be quite a bit 

more expensive at $30) and picked it up the next day. 

The switch was an Intermotor S973 and looked identical to the 

Airtex  #1S5570 that Bob Daniels had listed.  It was a good solid 

switch and actually had 2 nuts on the shaft to make adjusting 

the switch easier. 

Installation was 

straightforward but 

would have been easier 

if I had removed the seat 

or the steering wheel, 

my body doesn’t fit into 

that space easily any more.  I added a couple of crown washers 

to help lock the nuts.  I adjusted the position using the continu-

ity setting on my voltmeter, to give just a small amount of trav-

el before it switched.  Hopefully this will avoid flashing the 

brake lights due to pedal rattle on rough roads.   

Now I am ready for my next outing. 

Jonathan TR5 

 Brake Light Switch, Trials & Tribulations…..  By Jonathan Clegg 
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“Modern” Triumph Sports Car Origin 

Humble beginnings have never been an absolute 
impediment to the creation of great cars. Automo-
tive history is richly endowed with admired vehicles 
pulled together with ingenious use of existing parts 
and crafty stretching of scarce development funds. 
The 1953 Triumph TR2 Roadster can certainly be 
counted among that number. 

The impetus for the TR came from Sir John Black, 
managing director of 
the Standard Motor 
Company Ltd. and 
head of Triumph Mo-
tor Company, Ltd., 
which he bought in 
late 1944. 

Black had watched somewhat enviously as Jaguar 
sprouted into prominence with sporting cars built 
around Standard-supplied engines. The well-
received arrival of the Jaguar XK-120 in 1948 pre-
cluded Black from building a sports car of that size 
and type. But between the XK and the tiny MG T-
series there existed a price gap that Black and com-
pany might exploit. 

Black decided stocks of unused frames from the pre-
war-vintage Standard 
Flying Nine should 
serve as the new car's 
basis. For power, a 
2.1-liter four from the 
Standard Vanguard 
(and Ferguson trac-

tors, no less) was enlisted. The Triumph Mayflower 
sedan was tapped for a coil-spring independent 
front suspension and a rear axle. 

All, of course, were modified and improved. For in-
stance, engine displacement was scaled back to 2.0 
liters -- for racing-class purposes -- twin SU carbure-

tors were installed, and compression was increased. 
The result was 90 horsepower, enough to make pro-
duction TR2s legitimate 100-mph cars. 

Body engineer Walter Belgrove made the most of a 
miserly tooling budget to create a purposeful body 
design. Complex curves were achieved by welding 
panels together rather than using intricate -- and 
expensive -- stampings. A simple mesh in a deep 
hole served as the grille, and fixed "frog-eye" head-
lamp pods were used in place of the retractable 
units Belgrove had first considered. 

Having first appeared in prototype form at the Earls 
Court Motor Show in autumn 1952, the Triumph TR2 
entered series production in August 1953. Selling for 
about $2,400 in the U.S., it quickly won favor for its 
power and made winners of those who campaigned 
it in Sports Car Club of America events. By the time it 
gave way to a more powerful and facelifted TR3 in 
mid 1955, 8,628 had been manufactured. 

Just 248 Triumph TR2 Roadsters left the factory dur-
ing 1953, and 198 of those went for export. All were 
of the "long door" variety so named because the 
doors extend-
ed to the very 
edge of the 
car. (A shorter 
door style en-
tered produc-
tion in the fall 
of 1954.) 

The TR2 pictured in this article features an alumi-
num hood and spare-tire carrier cover, used only on 
the first 500 TR2s. . It also has a four-speed trans-
mission, blackberry leather upholstery, and a com-
plete tool kit. 

 

 

Reprint from: The Auto Editors of Consumer Guide 

Triumph Sports Cars..Where did these come from…? 
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Triumph TR6 History (1969-1976) 

Offered as an affordable, six-cylinder sports car, the 

first Triumph TR6 rolled off the production line in 

1968 as a 1969 model. It's intended target was to 

rival similar sports cars at the time, and although 

most were designed with sleek, curved lines, the TR6 

was squared off at both ends, making it stand out 

from it's competitors. With just a seven year produc-

tion span, the TR6 grew to become a true British 

classic. 

Triumph Range of Models 

Triumph produced a range of TR models, from the 

TR1 right up to a limited run of the TR8, but it was 

the sixth car in the range that really stood out from 

a sales point of view. The TR5 enjoyed a very brief 

thirteen-month period of manufacture between 

1967 and 1968. Less than 3,000 units were produced 

before the TR6 came in to improve on many of the 

specifications. Unlike its predecessors, the Triumph 

TR6 was more reliable mechanically, which means 

that there are many original models still on our 

roads. 

TR6 Model Specifics 

The Triumph TR6 was offered as a convertible only, 
with a factory steel hard top available optionally. 
Construction was conservative; the body was bolted 
onto the frame, which featured a front anti-roll bar, 
rack and pinion steering, and semi-trailing arm inde-
pendent rear suspension. Disc brakes were fitted at 
the front with drum brakes at the rear. The iconic 
look of the TR6 was completed by very distinctive 
15-inch wheels and tires.  

 

TR6 Engine Specs 

The U.K.-market TR6 had Lucas mechanical fuel-
injection (150-horsepower), while the U.S.-market 
TR6 used a carbureted version (104-horsepower). 
The UK fuel-injected version was de-tuned to 125-
horsepower in 1973 by camshaft alterations and re-
vised fuel injection metering. These changes made 
the TR6 smoother and more flexible. The 2.5 litre 
six-cylinder engine accelerated the two-seater car 
from 0-60 mph in just 8.2 seconds, with an equally 
impressive top speed of 120 mph.  

TR6 Production Figures 

The Triumph TR6 remained in production for a rela-
tively short period of time, but has became one of 
the most popular and instantly recognizable cars in 
the company's stable. Most of the TR6 sales were in 
the U.S. - of the 94,619 models produced, 86,249 
were exported, with just 8,370 sold in the U.K.  

 

 

50 Years of the TR6 
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August  2019 
 

 

President's Report Richard Walker called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm. 

Minutes July 10th meeting minutes accepted. M – Denis Thompson / S – Norm Clarke / C 

Treasurer’s Report Keith Sparkes reports a balance of $ 24,433.65   including PayPal 

Editor’s Report Assembly of the September newsletter is well underway. Thanks to the TWO members that have 
submitted articles so far. We really need more articles, for example a report and pictures on 
the Lillooet run as I mentioned at the last meeting and the Western Washington ABFM, if any 
members attended. As always, articles on maintenance projects or restoration projects are 
much appreciated. Any articles from other publications that might be of value to other mem-
bers can also be submitted. We can incorporate any material that is received before the end of 
August into the September edition. 

Regalia Keith Sparkes has stock for sale at the meeting, see him.  Crests/pins/grill badges. 
Car antenna flag swag & BCTR embroidery. 

Membership The updated roster reflects 81 paid members to date, 19 at tonight's meeting. 

Correspondence Dick Frankish has passed at 101 per the Peace Arch News. 
July 21, New Stag owner Gordon Jones. 
Denis Thompson is requesting help at the ATDI for parking. 
LAMB Auto Jumble see website also for London to Brighton Run. 

Past Events July 20-21 BCTR Drive Abbotsford to Lillooet, good drive, quite warm. 

Brits on the Beach – Ladysmith – July 14 – Bryan Wicks going 
RX Autoworks open house Sunday, July 14 
Sleepy Hollow Run at Sechelt, Aug. 9-11.  Big turn out but bit wet. 

Future Events 
  
Please refer to BCTR 
web site often. 

POCO Car Show Aug 17, 18 
Baker Run – Proposed for Friday, September 6th BCTR to carry on – WIP Charlie Dooley 
September 20 – 22 - ATDI Penticton – Please make payment so we can include you. 
Saturday, August 31st Concours at Blackie Spit, Crescent Beach. 
LAMB Auto Jumble, Sunday September 29th, Sullivan Hall, Surrey. 
Cultus Lake, Sept. 8th Sunday – Fraser Valley British Car Club 

New Business 2019 ATDI planning continues with work on menus, Registration, prospecting & receiving sponsor-
ships. Register now and ensure you have booked your hotel room.  See the great information 
on the expanded ATDI webpage on the BCTR website.  LAST CALL . . . Hotel room block and 
rate package is expiring August 19.  Early bird registration ends August 15. 

Current BCTR Secretary will be stepping down end of 2019.  Looking for new talent. 

Technical Dave Rodger-TR7 trunk lid crunch, WIP body shop / Lyle Dickson – New tire dilemma. 

Video & internet None tonight. 



 

 BCTR Meeting Minutes 
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President's Report Richard Walker called the meeting to order at 7:33 pm. 

Minutes August 14th meeting minutes accepted. M – Denis Thompson / S – Barrie Puffer / C 

Treasurer’s Report Keith Sparkes reports a balance of $ 27,724 

Editor’s Report Great work just issued but Jonathan will not be continuing with the quarterly production of the 
Triumph Heritage Newsletter.  Publication will be maintained by Bryan Wicks with assistance 
from Jerry Goulet. 

Bryan is calling for articles and pictures of any past events of interest to members. 

Regalia Keith Sparkes has stock for sale at the meeting, see him.  Crests/pins/grill badges. 
Car antenna flag swag & BCTR embroidery. 

Membership The updated roster reflects 84 paid members to date, 18 at tonight's meeting. 

Correspondence Note from David Hammond, late inquiry about ATDI registration. 
Pat Nelson inquiry about storing Dennis’s TR3 over the winter. 
Sept. 5 – Spitfire Gearbox for Sale – see website. 
1976 TR6 French Blue for sale on website. 

Past Events POCO Car Show Aug 17, 18 
Concours at Crescent Beach – Good weather and nice selection of cars. 
Baker Run took place Friday, Sept. 6th – Perfect weather.  Thanks to Charlie D. 

Cultus Lake Sunday, Sept. 8 hosted by FVBCC, bit damp, 10-12 cars. 
Sept. 7 Langley Cruise-In @ Aldergrove 

Future Events 
  
Please refer to BCTR 
web site often. 

September 20 – 22 - ATDI Penticton – Just about ‘Pack up the car time’. 
2019 ATDI work on catering contracts and logistics.  Regalia orders closed in late August.   Registra-

tion now closed.  See the great information on the expanded ATDI webpage on the BCTR web-
site. 

LAMB Auto Jumble, Sunday September 29th, Sullivan Hall, Surrey. 
London to Brighton drive – November 3rd , last event of the season. 
  

New Business Current BCTR Secretary (me) will be stepping down end of 2019.  Looking for new talent to join the 
team and record the minutes.  Apply within (to the remaining exec). 

  

Technical Richard installed new LED lights in his TR8.  He selected the bulbs for each application, rather than 
a complete kit.  Some were too bright so made some changes.  He selected SuperBrite LEDs 
available online.  Made quite a difference / good safety upgrade. 

Dale Warcup (Kay) Herald is dropping out of 2nd gear.  Hmmm, what should they do?  Many sugges-
tions were offered.  Hold it in 2nd and shift to 3rd briskly.  Long term fix, save your money and 
tranny comes out. 

Bryan Wicks is restoring the shocks on his TR6. 

Video & internet None tonight. 
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October 2019 

 
 

President's Report Richard Walker called the meeting to order at 7:36 pm. 

Minutes August 14th meeting minutes accepted. M – Barrie P. / S – John H.  /  C 

Treasurer’s Report Keith Sparkes reports a balance of $   Work-in-progress  (ATDI bills being paid.) 

Editor’s Report Bryan is calling for articles and pictures of any past events of interest to members. 
Work is ongoing to identify pictures and owners from summer/fall events. 

Regalia Keith Sparkes has stock for sale at the meeting, see him.  Crests/pins/grill badges. 
Car antenna flag swag & BCTR embroidery. 

Membership The updated roster reflects 83 paid members to date, 21 at tonight's meeting. 

Correspondence Jerry Goulet is absent tonight but correspondence believed to be quite light right now. 

Past Events 2019 ATDI Penticton - September 20 – 22.  Final numbers are still being verified but we are showing 
106 event registrations, 107 cars on field for Saturday show.  Very successful event with huge 
Thank You to all volunteers and the ATDI Executive.  Great weather arrived right on time for 
the Friday night Meet & Greet and the Saturday car show and Awards Banquet. See BCTR web-
site for ATDI class awards.  Through the generous support of the Novotny’s providing the tro-
phies, solid contributions by sponsors, elimination of certain budgeted expense items and 
greater than expected revenue from the silent auction we are showing a surplus for the event.  
Thanks should also go to the Lakeside Hotel & staff for the great venue and food. 

LAMB Auto Jumble Sept 29th – Turnout was light. 

Future Events 
  
Please refer to BCTR 
web site often. 

October 11th, Friday run to Harrison meet at Mission Chevron 10 AM, Leave at 10:30. 
November 3rd – London to Brighton Drive -  Starts from Delta Air Park 
January 19, 2020 (Sunday) – BCTR Annual Banquet, doors 6 PM, dinner 7 PM.  Dinner price same as 

last year $45 per person.  See List going around at meeting.  See website for exact location of 
Guildford Golf and Country Club (same location as last year). 

 

New Business Current BCTR Secretary (me) will be stepping down end of 2019.  Looking for new talent to join the 
team and record the minutes.  ‘Apply within’ (to the remaining exec). 

Jerry Goulet will once again head up the ‘Calendar Committee’ so get your photos ready. 
To facilitate the Executive changes 1 or 2 more (1 currently) members are required on the nomi-

nating committee, please consider helping out. Contact Richard W or Brian T. 
 

Technical Roadster Factory still selling cars from the estate of Charles Runyan. 
Lee’s Stag (TR6 engine) issue was piston buttons (nylon) melted and should have been Teflon, simi-

lar with cam bearings. WIP regrinding crank & cam. 
Lee was able to pick up bunch of OD trannies & bits from Rob Moore clean-out sale. 

Video & internet None tonight. 
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President's Report Lee Cunningham called the meeting to order at 7:31pm.  Richard is away tonight. 

Minutes October 9th meeting minutes accepted. M – Brian T / S – Denis T / C – Error noted in  the Oct.9th 
minutes under “Minutes” section that indicated “Aug 14 minutes accepted . . . . “.  Should have 
said “Sept. 11th Meeting Minutes accepted . . . . “ 

Treasurer’s Report Keith Sparkes reports a balance of $ 14,887.21 (ATDI bills are still being paid, regalia and event tour 
expenses.  Negotiations with regalia provider are still in progress.) 

Editor’s Report Bryan is calling for articles and pictures of any past events of interest to members. 
Work is ongoing to identify pictures and owners from summer/fall events. 
Cutoff date for submissions to next Triumph Heritage is December 10th 

Regalia Keith Sparkes has stock for sale at the meeting, see him.  Crests/pins/grill badges. 
Car antenna flag swag & BCTR embroidery. 

Membership The updated roster reflects 83 paid members to date, 16 at tonight's meeting. 

Correspondence Jerry could not attend tonight’s meeting but emails are being well handled and forwarded. 
Denis Nelson’s TR3 has been purchased by James Darville of Victoria. James has now joined the 

BCTR.  Welcome James. 
  

Past Events October 11th, Friday lunch run to Harrison meet at Mission Chevron 
November 3rd – London to Brighton Drive - Started from Delta Air Park 
Brian Thomlinson attended a shop tour at RWM in Delta. The event was sponsored by Hagerty.  A 

Ferrari 250 GTE restoration was in progress among other$. 
 

Future Events 
  
Please refer to BCTR 
web site often. 

Dec. 8th from 3:30 PM Cheryl & Greg Winterbottom are hosting at home Xmas get together, 2875 
Sunnyside Rd. Anmore – RSVP please 778-285-5752 wints@shaw.ca . 

January 19, 2020 (Sunday) – BCTR Annual Banquet, doors 6 PM, dinner 7 PM.  Dinner price same as 
last year $45 per person.  See list going around at meeting. See website for exact location of 
Guildford Golf and Country Club (same location as last year). 

 

New Business Current BCTR Secretary (me) will be stepping down end of 2019.  Looking for new talent to join the 
team and record the minutes.  ‘Apply within’ (to the remaining exec). 

Jerry Goulet will once again head up the ‘Calendar Committee’ so get your photos ready. 
To facilitate the Executive changes 1 or 2 more (1 currently) members are required on the nomi-

nating committee, please consider helping out. Contact Richard W or Brian T. 
STAG 50th Anniversary to be celebrated at the 2020 ABFM – Spread the word. 

Technical  

Video & internet None tonight. 

mailto:wints@shaw.ca
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From the Editors Memberships 
Memberships 

Membership dues are $40.00 per year and are due 
by December 31st.  

Family Memberships 

Family memberships are $50 for households that 
have two continuously active members.  The second 
member is entitled to vote at all regular BCTR 
meetings. 

For membership renewals, contact: BCTR Registrar - 
Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com 

Monthly Meetings 
BC Triumph Registry Monthly Meetings are held the 
second Wednesday of the month. 

Location:  
MEETING LOCATION 
As of January 2016, the BCTR meetings are held at 
the Cloverdale Fairgrounds, 6188 -176 Street,      
Surrey 

Time: 
Start at 7:30 pm sharp! 

I’m sure you are all aware Jonathan is going 

through some medical issues and as such has had 

to drop out of newsletter team.  Jonathan did 

though give me data and a training session allow-

ing me to get going.  Many thanks to Jonathan for 

running and completing the newsletter for this last 

time period.  I am sure we all agree he did an ex-

emplary job.  Fingers crossed for his fight with his 

issues and we can all look forward to him coming 

back in fighting form.  I’ll keep everyone appraised 

of the situation. 

My start up hasn’t been easy with a major com-

puter crash taking everything out.  Bloody comput-

ers.  Not to worry this is normal, at least for me. 

This issue focuses on the ATDI and as you will 

note there are a lot of photos, but precious little 

written articles.  I’ve included some of my own 

comments, typically biased due to them coming 

out of my own world. 

Thanks to those who have submitted infor-

mation for this publication.  It can’t really exist 

without your input. 

I’m asking for articles for the next newsletter (s).  

Photos are great and if you can write a few words 

explaining what we are looking at this would be 

great.  Written articles in Word are preferred.  So 

many of you are in the middle of winter projects so 

take some photos of those broken rusty parts and 

let us know what you are finding  We all need a 

laugh, it makes us feel better when we run into the 

same situation. 

 

Wait a minute, all of a sudden I find I can’t save 

the files to a pdf which means it can’t be sent out.  

Over to Jonathan's  where after some experimenta-

tion he figures out.  So back on track, thanks Jona-

than.   

 

Bryan Wicks TR3 & TR6 

Correction to last Newsletter issue…. Dan Brien 

does not own a 1973 TR6, what were we think-

ing….!         Dan’s classic TR6 is a 1976 model. 
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Regalia 
All items available with BCTR Club or standard Triumph logo.  Order from Ellen by email: kesparks@shaw.ca 

Embroidered Cloth Crests 

2   inch diameter  $10 

 

Long Sleeve Henley 

Pocket, tagless back 
neck, logo horn 
buttons, taped neck 
and shoulder seams. 

Black or olive  $42 

 

 
Aerial Flags    $5 

United We Drive Pins   1 3/8” x 3/8”  $3 

Men’s Melton Wool Jacket 

Leather sleeves and stand-up collar, rib-knot cuffs 
and waist band, snap front closures, full Taffeta lin-

ing, inside pocket, with logo.  Sizes S—5X 

$175 

You can order direct from Capricorn One in the UK.  They have a wide range of Triumph Auto items.  Their 

website is www.capricorn1.co.uk.  All items for all Triumph cars displayed when you click on “Triumph” 

Some Club Cars! 



People that make BC Triumph Registry Tick….. 
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Executive   

President Richard Walker bctriumph@gmail.com 

Vice President Lee Cunningham l_cunnin@hotmail.com 

Secretary Alec Mielen amielen@uniserve.com 

Treasurer Keith Sparkes kesparkes@shaw.ca 

Membership Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com 

Coordinators   

Advertising Position Vacant  

ATDI 2019 Alec Mielen amielen@uniserve.com 

Club Archivist Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com 

Club Assets Jerry Goulet jerry.tr3a@gmail.com 

Events Vladimir Kuzel vkuzel@telus.net 

Publication Editors Jonathan Clegg jonathanc5885@gmail.com 

 Bryan Wicks bryankwicks@aol.com 

Regalia Ellen Sparkes kesparkes@shaw.ca 

VTR Liaison Lee Cunningham l_cunnin@hotmail.com 

Webmaster  Jerry Goulet jerry.tr3a@gmail.com 

Technical Reps   

TR2/3/3A/3B Bryan Wicks bryankwicks@aol.com 

TR4/4A John Finlayson john_finlayson@telus.net 

TR5/250 Brian Thomlinson thomlinson2@shaw.ca 

TR6 Lee Cunningham l_cunnin@hotmail.com 

 Bob McDiarmid rjmcdiarmid@telus.net 

TR7/8 Dave Rodger rosrodger@gmail.com 

GT6 Jerry Goulet jerry.tr3a@gmail.com 

Spitfire Barry Puffer bpuffer1@shaw.ca 

Triumph Other TBD  



Upcoming Events—2020 
If you have an event that you think would be of interest to BCTR members and would like to have included 

in this list, please contact  Vladi Kuzel- vkuzel@telus.net 
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• For more detailed information and future events, check out the BCTR website: http://
www.bctriumphregistry.com/ 

• All dates are subject to change. The information has been gathered from outside sources and we take no 
responsibility for errors or omissions.  

DEC 2019    

Dec 11 BCTR 
Meeting 

Cloverdale Recreation Centre 6188-176 Street, Surrey BC Meeting 
starts at 7:30 PM 

JAN 2020    

Jan 8 BCTR 
Meeting 

Cloverdale Recreation Centre 6188-176 Street, Surrey BC Meeting 
starts at 7:30 PM 

Jan 19 Annual Banquet 
Surrey 

BCTR Annual Banquet - Guildford Golf & Country Club, see website for 
more details 

FEB 2020   

Feb 10 Drive Your Triumph 
Day 

The objective is to just fire up your Triumph and go for a drive 

   

 
  

   

 
  

 

  



Looking Back 
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The Mighty TR6 

Group 44 Racing 


